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LAIS  CABLES 

Canadian  harvesting  operations  progressed  fairly  well  Prairie 
Provinces  during  week  ended  August  19,  although  interrupted  "by  Showers 
over  much  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan.     Cutting  in  Manitoba  nearly 
finished  and  threshing  under  way,  with  yields  varying  from  average  to 
"better  than  average  but  grades  somewhat  lower  than  usual.    Cutting  well 
advanced  in  Saskatchewan  and  threshing  started  some  districts.  Early 
returns  about  as  expected.    Harvesting  well  along  in  Alberta  but  cut- 
ting just  started.    Early  samples  in  southern  areas  grading  high  but 
yields  show  great  variation. 


Second  estimate  19^0-Ul  Southern  Brazil  cotton  crop  1,907,600 
bales  of  h~fZ  pounds  net,  compared  with  first  estimate  of  l,SUg,700 
bales,  and  final  estimate  for  I939-UO  of  1,510,700  bales.    This  figure, 
combined  with  third  estimate  for  ITorthern  Brazil,  places  the  total  crop 
at  2,522,600  bales,  compared  with  final  estimate  for  1939-U0  of 
2,1^0,500  bales. 


Revised  estimate  of  I9H1  cotton  crop  in  China  (including 
Manchuria)  2,^406,000  bales  of  ^72  pounds  net  compared  with  final  esti- 
mate of  2, 35U, 000  bales  in  I9UO;  acreage  placed  at  6,135,000  acres 
compared  with  6,108,000  acres  in  I9U0. 


British  Ministry  of  Jood  announces  that  liquid  milk  distribution 
scheme  establishing  priorities  for  children,  adolescents,  expectant 
mothers,  and  invalids  will  be  introduced  October  1,  19^1. 
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GRAINS 


united  states  wheat  exports 
belot;  last  season  .  .  . 


Exports  of  United  States  wheat,  including  flour  as  grain,  during 
the '  July- June  marketing  year  totaled  40,671,000  "bushels  in  1940-41  as 
compared  with  54,274,000  "bushels  in  1939-40.    Over  half  of  the  total  for 
the  past  year  consisted  of  flour  made  wholly  of  United  States  wheat;  ex- 
ports of  wheat  as  grain  amounted  to  less  than  11  million  "bushels  and  . 
flour  from  foreign  wheat  milled  in  "bond  to  about  7  million  "bushels.  In 
1939-40,  total  wheat  exports  consisted  of  about  24  million  "bushels  of 
grain,  21  million  of  flour  from  United  States  wheat,  and  9  million  "bushels 
of  flour  from  foreign  wheat  milled  in  "bond  in  the  United  States.     The  dis- 
tribution of  the  past  season  reflects  conditions  arising  from  the  European 
war.    European  markets,  to  which  the  "bulk  of  United  States  exports  as  grain 
were  formerly  destined,  were  mostly  closed.    The  Latin  American  countries, 
on  the  other  hand,  which  have  always  "been  chiefly  interested  in  United 
States  wheat  in  the  form  of  flour,  have  largely  maintained  their  takings i 
and  the  Orient,  particularly  China,  "because  of  disrupted  economic'  'condi- 
tions and  the  shortage  of  other  foodstuffs,  has  recently  imported 'more 
flour  than  wheat.     The  United  States  export  program  for  flour  and  wheat 
has  accounted  for  practically  all  exports  during  the  past  year. 


UNITED  STATES: 


Exports  of  wheat,  including  flour  in  terms  of  grain, 
July- June  1936-37  to  1940-41 


Flour,  from 


July- June 

Wheat  J 

United  States 
wheat 

Other  wheat. 

To  tal 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

1,000 

"bushel  s  : 

"bushels 

"bushels 

"bushel  s 

1936-37   

3,168  : 

6,099 

12,317 

21 , 584 

1937-38   

83,740 

16,320 

7,134 

107,194 

1938-39   .... 

84,589 

'  22,057 

9,138 

115,784 

1939-40   LW. 

23,636 

21,232 

j  9,406 

54,274 

1940-41 

10,810 

I  22,870 

i  6,991 

40,671 

Compiled  from  official  records, 

■Bureau  of  Pore 

ign  and  Domestic 

Commerce ; 

flour  converted  to  grain  equivalent  on  the  "basis  of  1  "barrel  equals  4.7 
"bushels,    a/  Imports  during  this  season  exceeded  exports. 

United  States  wheat  exports  during  June  were  considerably  below  the 
May  total  and  the  smallest  reported  since  February  but  well  above  the 
comparable  figure  for  the  previous  year.    Preliminary  returns  indicated 
that  only  2.7  million  bushels  left  the  country,  about  2.6  million  bushels 
of  which  were  in  the  form  of  flour.     In  June  1940,  the  1.8  million  bushels 
exported  included  0.6  million  as  grain  and  1.2  million  bushels  of  flour 
about  equally  divided  between  flour  from  domestic  wheat  and  that  milled 
in  bond,  largely  of  Canadian  origin. 
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UNITED  STATES: 


Exports  of  wheat  and  flour,  "by  months, 
-.   1939-40  and  1940-41 


•  19r.9-.40 

1940-41  preliminary 

Month 

L  Elour 

f  Tpm 

Elcur 

from 

:  Wheat 

United 
States 
wheat 

Other 

wheat 

"Total 

Wheat 

United 

^States ... 
wheat 

Other 
•  wheat 

Total 

14000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

'  1,000 

i,000 

1,000 

1,000 

"bushels 

"bushels 

bushels 

bushels 

bushels 

"bushels 

"bushels 

"bushels 

July  ... 

3,018 

3,468 

784 

7,270. 

1,888 

1,512 

.  598 

3,698 

Aug-  . . . 

5,903 

2, 212 

820 

8,935 

934 

..  ..  1,429 

613 

2,976 

Sept .  . . 

2,530 

2,127 

1 , 018 

5,675 

990 

.1,541 

515 

3,046 

Oct.  ... 

1,701 

.  2,251 

677 

4,629 

1,283 

2,449 

690 

4,422 

Nov.. 

1,452 

1,819 

902 

4,173 

549 

2,833 

686 

4,068 

Dec.  ... 

597 

.  1,193 

695 

2,485 

■  301 

r.  1,393 

512 

2,206 

Jan.  ... 

608 

i  ,o  n 

c  a  c 

665 

2,  5d0 

4o 

. 1,339 

478 

1,863 

Feb  

1,430 

1,519 

869 

3,818 

56 

1,789 

.  640 

2,485 

Mar .  ... 

3,705 

2,217 

806 

6,728 

1,998 

1,169 

601 

3;  76  8 

Apr.  ... 

1,833 

1,262 

•  742 

3,837 

1 ,246 

2,973 

'636 

•4,855 

May  .... 

277: 

1,220 

792 

2,239 

1,413 

2,563 

597 

4,573 

JunfL-?  !•  • 

567 

636 

1,835 

106 

2,151 

454 

2,711 

Total 

23,636! 

21,232 

9,406 

54,274: 

10,810 

a/ 

22,870 

a/6,991 

40,671 

Compiled  from  official  records,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
a/  Not  total  of  above  figures  reported  monthly,  due  to  slight  revisions. 


CANADIAN  WHEAT  SURPLUS  LIKELY  TO  BE 
LESS  BURDENSOME  THIS  SEASON  .   .  . 


Although  the  total  carry-over  of  Canadian  wheat  on  July  31  was 
nearly  180  million  "bushels  larger  than  the  record  established  last  year  of 
300  million,  the  surplus  situation  appears  likely  to' "be  somewhat  less  dif- 
ficult this  season  than  was  expected  last  fall.    Reduced  crop' prospects 
for  1941,  over-estimation  of  the  1940  crop,  unusually  large  exports  and 
increased  utilization  have  all  contributed  to  the  improvement  in  the  gen- 
eral wheat  situation.    The  expected  reduction  in  production  will  more  than 
offset  the  increase  in  the  carry-over  from  last  season,  which,  at  480  mil- 
lion bushels,  was  smaller  than  anticipated.    Exports,  however,  were  unex- 
pectedly accelerated  during  the  spring  months ,  with  the  result  that  more 
wheat  moved  out  of  the  country  during  the  marketing  year  just  closed  than 
in  1939-40.    Larger  quantities  were  also  utilized  within  the  country, 
especially  for  feeding,  and  of  the  stocks  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son, less  wheat  remained  on  farms  this  year  than  last,  giving  farmers 
more  storage  space  for  the  new  crop. 
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CANADA.:    Total  stocks  of  specified  grains  on  hand, 
July  31,  1939-40 


Crop 

July  31 

:  1939 

"  1940 

j  1941 

1 ,000  "bushels 

1,000  bushels 

1,000  bushels 

Wheat   

Flaxseed  

102,911 
2,921 
12,804 
48,887 
119 

300,473 
.",352 
12,654 
46,931 
583 

480,084 
4,912 
10,675 
41,713 

620 

Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,    a/  Canadian  hushels  of  34  pounds. 

The  Government  program  for  this  season  envisaged  an  outturn  of  not 
more  than  300  million  hushels  of  wheat  and  guaranteed  a  fixed  basic  price 
of  70  cents  (Canadian)  a  bushel  for  delivery  of  230  million  bushels.  Crop 
prospects  have  been  rapidly  declining  since  the  middle  of  June  in  many 
important  wheat. areas.     The  first  official  production  estimate  will  not 
be  released  until  September,  but  unofficial  estimates  range  from  250  to 
more  than  300  million  bushels.    If  the  crop  does  not  exceed  300  million 
bushels,  this  amount,  with  the  carry-over  on  July  31  of  480  million  bushels, 
would  bring  total  supplies  for  1941-42  to  780  million  bushels  as  compared 
with  851  million  reported  for  1940-41.    Since,  however,  the  1940  crop  was 
apparently  overestimated,  supplies  in  Canada  last  season  were  not  quite  so 
heavy  as  they  appeared  statistically.  .  : 

In  order  to  prevent  an  indicated  increase  in  the  price  of  bread,  the 
processing  tax  of  15  cents  per  bushel,  payable  on  flour  cons"umed  in  Canada, 
was  removed  on  July  31.     This  tax  was  a  new  feature  in  the  wheat  program 
for  1939-40,  returns  from  which  were  to  have  been  used  to  supplement  the 
funds  of  the  Wheat  Board.    It  was  intended  that  the  tax  should  be  shared 
by  the  millers  and  the  bakers  alike,  but  it  was  claimed  by  the  latter  that 
they  bore  the  brunt  of  the  tax  and  could  not  continue  to  do  so  without  an 
increase  in  bread  prices. 


Stocks  of  barley,  rye,  and  oats  were  smaller  on  July  31  this  year 
than  last,  but'  slightly  more  flaxseed  was  on  hand.     Increased  acreages 
sown  to  all  these  crops  may  result  in  larger  feed  supplies  for  the  1941-42 
marketing  year,  depending  upon  recent  crop  damage,  but  the  demand  for  feeds 
resulting  from  expansion  in  the  production  of  livestock  and  livestock  prod- 
ucts is  expected  to  be  greatly  increased,  particularly  since  many  meadows 
and  pastures  have  suffered  from  hot,  dry  weather. 
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RICE  CROP  PROSPECTS 
FAVORABLE  IN  MEXICO  .  .  . 

The  1941  rice  crop  was  reported  to  "be  making  favorable  progress, 
according  to  a  report  from  Agricultural  Attache  L.  D,  Mallory  at  Mexico, 
D.  P.    In  the  Morelos  and  Michoacan  producing  regions  crop  prospects  were 
stated  to  he  especially  good.    Rice  production  in  Mexico  has  shown  an 
upward  trend  during tiia past  .3  years, 

MEXICO;  Rice  acreage,  production  and  yield, 
 average  1931-1955 ,  annual  1936  to  1940  


Year  j  Acreage         :      Production       :   Yield  per  acre 


:           Acres  ;  1,000  "bushels    '•  Bushels 

Average  1931-1935  j            81,489  j  3,437  i  42 

1936   ,   j            98,185  j  4,224  :  43 

1937   .   j            98,8^0  j  3,655  :  37 

1938   |            97,365  j  3,925  :  40 

1939   |  103,913  i  4,777  i  46 

1940    j  129,574  I  5,222  :  40 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

Rice  supplies  in  Mexico  are  reported  ample,  and  current  supplies 
are  considered  mo'-i  than  'necessary  for  domestic  cr\.sump'ion.     It  is  un- 
derstood that  permits  have  been  issued  for  the  export  of  20  million  pounds 
of  milled  ri.ce.    Mexico  has  been  a  net  exporter  of  rice,  ranging  from 
2  to  44  mil::-. on  pounds  between  1931  and' 1939.    Exports  during  1940,  how- 
ever, were  practically  prohibited,  and  imports  exceeded  exports.  Prices 
for  rice  5iave  been  steady  in  spite  of  heavy  supplies.    In  June,  first- 
quality  tfice  was  quoted  at  30  centavos  per  kilogram  ($2.80  per  100  pounds) 
wholesale  in  Mexico,  D.  P.,  as  compared  with  29  centavos  ($2.62)  for  June 
a  year  earlier.  ■  •  '■ 

MEXICO*    Rice  imports,  exports,  and  net  exports, 
  average  1931-1935,  annual  1936-1940  , 


Year  ;         Exports         j  Imports-        •      Net  exports 


i      1,000  pounds    ;       1,000  pounds  1,000  pounds 

Average  1931-1935  !  16,734  •  363  '•  16,371 

1936    ;  29,696  j  44  ■     :  29,652 

1937   ■  44,026  •  22  •  44,004 

1938  ...  .......  j  14,198  j  1,565  ;  12,633 

1939    j  4,850  i  0  ;  4,850 

1940   '   :  1  i  931  :  -930 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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"."ORLD  COTTON  EXPORTS  SHOW  ... 
SIGNS  OP  FURTHER  DECREASE  '   ' .,  '  " 

IN  1941-42    l/  .  .  . 

A  review  of  world  cotton  trade  in  the  light  of  recent  developments 
indicates  that  world  exports  in  1941-42  may  he  considerably  less  than  the 
estimated  total  of  approximately  6.3  million  hales  exported  in  1940-41  and 
12.5  million  in  1939-40.    This  conclusion  is  based  largely  on  the  unfavor- 
able political  developments  in  the  Ear  East,  anticipated  further  reduc- 
tions in  cargo  space  available  for  cotton  shipments  due  to  diversions  for 
movement  of  other  materials,  and  the  losses  of  ships  in  combat  zones. 

The  reduction  in  1940-41  may  he  attributed  to  several  factors  of 
varying  importance:    (l)    The  occupation  of  Norway,  Denmark,  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, and  the  western  coasts  of  Erance  and  the  entry  of  Italy  into  the  war 
had  the  effect  of  cutting  off  the  whole  of  continental  Europe  except  Spain, 
Portugal,  Sweden,  and  Finland.     Imports  into  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Sweden, 
however,  are  possible  only  under  British  naval  certificate.     (2)  Large 
stocks  accumulated  in  1939-40  in  most  importing  countries  lessened  the  ne- 
cessity of  heavy  imports  in  1940-41.     (3)    A  general  shipping  shortage  dur- 
ing the  past  year  handicapped  the  cotton  export  movement  from  practically 
all  exporting  countries.     (4)    The  requirements  of  mills,  particularly  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  Japan,  and  China,  producing  cotton  textiles  for  export 
were  greatly  reduced  by  loss  or  reduction  of  export  outlets  for  cotton 
goods. 

Markets  in  Japan  and  China  received  about  1,500,000  and  950,000 
bales,  respectively,  of  the  6.3  million  bales  exported  in  1940-41.  Japan's 
imports  and  consumption  of  cotton  in  1940-41  were  less  than  50  percent  of 
the  peacetime  totals  of  1936-37.    Japanese  consumption  has  been  restricted 
by  regulations  requiring  the  admixture  of  rayon  and  by  Government  control 
of  supplies  for  domestic  consumption  since  February  1,  1938,  and  exports 
of  cotton  goods  have  declined  sharply  since  early  1940.    The  1939-40  total 
was  2.1  billion  square  yards  against  2.6  billion  in  1936-37,  and  the  1940- 
41  figure  is  believed  to  b'e  even  lower.     Since  production  of  cotton  goods 
for  export  in  1939-40  represented  70  to  80  percent  of  all  cotton  consumed 
that  year,  loss  of  this  trade  has  been  an  important  factor  in  reducing 
Japan's  requirements  for  raw  cotton.    New  regulations  restricting  move- 
ments of  Japanese  ships,  in  foreign  waters  are  expected  to  aggravate  the 
present  shortage  of  cargo  space  for  cotton.    Stocks  of  cotton  in  Japan  are 
believed  to  be  exceptionally  low  at  present.     In  view  of  the  continued 
difficulty  of  obtaining  imports  from  abroad,  Japanese  spinners  may  be  ex- 
pected to  depend  more  heavily  in  the  present  season  on  supplies  of  cotton 
from  China,    Since,  the  outbreak  of  war  in  China,  these  imports  have  not 
exceeded  300,000  bales  in  any  one  year. 


l]  Prepared  by  Charles  H.  Barber,  Associate  Agricultural  Economist 
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Shanghai,  the  principal  consigning  center  for  cotton  imported  into 
China,  is  practically  cut  off  "by  Japanese  "blockade  from  "both  interior  and 
export  markets  for  cotton  goods,  with  little  prospects  for  improvement. 
A  large  part  of  the  current  yarn  output  is  "being  stored  as  a  form  of  in- 
vestment.   Other  mill  centers  in  China  operate  mainly  on  supplies  of  do- 
mestic cotton  and  depend  on  local  markets  for  sales  of  cotton  goods.  Both 
Japan  and  China  diverted  the  'greater  part  of  their  purchases  to  Brazil  and 
India  in  1940-41  "because  of  much  lower  prices.. 

Cotton  mills  in  Canada  operated  at  approximately  full  capacity  in 
1940-41  and  requirements  for  the  current  season  are  expected  to  equal 
last  year's  total  of  about  525,000  "bales.    The  difference  "between  prices 
of  comparable  grades  of  American  and  Brazilian  cotton  in  Canada  gradually 
widened  to.  approximately:  5  cents  per  pound  in  July,  inducing  Canadian 
manufacturers  to  make  heavy  forward  commitments  for  Brazilian  cotton.; 
Prior  to  1939-40  American  cotton  composed    about  95  percent  of  Canada's 
total  imports  against  1  percent  or  less  .of  .Brazilian,    The  prospects  are 
that  the  1941-42  total  requirements,  estimated  at  around  500,000  bales, 
will  consist  of  about  15  percent  American  and  80  percent  Brazilian. 

No  recent  consumption  or  trade  figures  for  Great- Britain  are 
available.    An  estimate  based  on  trade  statistics  from  the  principal  ex- 
porting countries,  however,  indicates  that  imports  in  1940-41  were  con- 
siderably less    than  total  consumption,  and  some  increase  may  be  expected 
in  the  current  season  if  sufficient  cargo  space  is  available.  Civilian 
purchases  are  still  restricted  to  about  20  percent  of  the  pre-war  level, 
but  military  requirements  are  heavy  and  the  reorganized  and  highly  con- 
centrated mill  industry  may  be  expected  to  maintain  last  year's  volume 
of  textile  exports. 

India  imported  about  500,000  bales  of  long-  and  medium-staple 
cotton  in  1940-41,  almost  entirely  from  the  Anglo -Egyptian  Sudan,  Egypt, 
and  British  East  Africa.     Imports  from  non-Empire  sources  are  virtually 
prohibited  under  the  import  licensing  system.     These  sources  will  prob- 
ably continue  to  supply  India's  import  needs  in  the  current  season. 

Spain  is  the  only  other  important  cotton  market  that  still  remains 
accessible  under  wartime  conditions.    Arrivals  of  cotton  in. Spain  (under 
British  navicerts)  in  1940-41  equaled  about  two-thirds  of  Spain's  annual 
requirements  of  around  400,000  bales.    Practically  all  of  the  cotton  was 
purchased  in  Brazil  and  Argentina  under  special  credit  arrangements. 

Portugal  is  still  open  to  overseas  cotton  exporters, but  the 
quantities  needed  under  present  conditions  do  not  exceed  a .total  of  50,000 
bales  annually  in  addition  to  that  received  from  Portugese  colonies  in 
Africa.    Australia's  import  requirements  are  increasing  to  fill  expanding 
wartime  demand,  but  the  total  there  probably (will  not  exceed  40,000  bales, 
about  half  of  which  usually  comes  from  India  and  the  remainder  from  the 
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United  States.    In  the  Western  Hemisphere,  Colombia  and  Chile  are  increasing 
imports  of  raw  cotton,  although  their  totals  amounted  to  only  about  50,000 
and  25,000  bales,  respectively,  in  1940-41. 

United  States  exports  of  cotton  in  1940-41  were  only  about;  1,150,000 
bales  or  17  percent  of  the  1939-40  total.     (See  table  on  page  227- )  The 
two  principal  causes  for  the  decrease  were  the  loss  of  markets  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe  and  a  large-scale  shift  in  the  remaining  markets  to  pur- 
chases of  lower-priced  Brazilian  and  Indian  cotton.    Foreign  exchange 
considerations  and  shipping  facilities  played  some  part  in  the  change  from 
American  cotton,  but  the  wide  price  differences  have  been  and  still  are  an 
obstacle  to  increased  exports  from  the  United  States.     Since  export  markets 
are  limited  and  Brazil  had  estimated  stocks  of  about  1,300,000  bales,  most- 
ly American-type  cotton,  at  the  end  of  July  1941,  it  appears  that  under 
present  conditions  Brazilian  cotton  will  continue  to  replace  American  in 
world  markets. 

Brazil' s  cotton  exports  in  1940-41  were  maintained  almost  to  the 
limit  of  available  shipping  space.     The  1940-41  total  of  1,373,000  bales 
was  second  only  to  the  record  1938-39  total  when  heavy  shipments  were  made 
to  Germany  and  Japan.    About  480,000  of  the  1940-41  exports  were  destined 
for  Canada,  383,000  for  Japan,  191,000  for  China,  111,000  for  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  85,000  for  Spain.    With  a  record  1940-41  crop  of  2,463,000 
bales  (preliminary  estimate)  and  current  price  quotations  at  Sao  Faulo 
equivalent  to  about  8.5  cents  per  pound  for  Sao  Paulo  type  5  cotton, 
Brazil's  exports  in  1941-42  are  expected  to  equal  last  year's  total  if 
far  eastern  markets  remain  open  and  shipping  space  is  available.    A  short- 
age of  cargo  space,  particularly  to  the  Far  last,  however,  has  been  a 
serious  handicap  to  Brazilian  exporters  for  about  a  year. 

Data  on  exports  from  India  by  countries  have  not  been  available 
since  January  1940.     Incomplete  data  for  1940-41  indicate  that  total  ex- 
ports amounted  to  approximately  1,700,000  bales,  more  than  1,300,000  of 
which  were  shipped  to  Japan  and  China.    Markets  on  the  European  Continent, 
which  normally  take  about  500,000  bales,  were  inaccessible,  being  largely 
in  enemy  hands.    Prices  have  been  relatively  low  and  exports  to  markets 
outside  the  blockade  zone  were  generally  maintained  until  recent  months, 
when  the  shipping  shortage  became  a  greater  problem.     The  volume  of  cotton 
exports  from  India  in  the  current  season  will  depend  to  a  large  extent  on 
political  developments  in  the  far  East, 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  in  China,  exports  of  cotton  from  that 
country  have  been  directed  entirely  to  Japan.     China  was  on  a  net  export 
basis  prior  to  1937,  when  production  reached  nearly  4,000,000  bales  an- 
nually.   Production  during  the  war  period  has  been  reduced  to  little  more 
than  half  of  this  figure  (2,350,000  bales  in  1940-41)  which  is  less  than 
the  peacetime  consumption  requirements  in  China.     Between  200,000  and 
300,000  bales,  however  are  exported  to  Japan  each  year  from  occupied 
areas,  while  mills  in  Shanghai,  not  under  Japanese  control,  import  nearly 
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1,000,000  "bales  annually.  Increased  quantities  of  Chinese  cotton  may  reach 
Japan  during  the  present  season  in  view  of  the  difficulty  of  importing  from 
other  countries. 

Exports  from  the  Anglo -Egyptian  Sudan  were  almost  equally  divided 
"between  India  and  Great  Britain.    Egyptian,  exports  of  707,000  bales  were  only 
about  40  percent  of  the  pre-war  and  1939-40  levels.    About  93,000  bales  of 
the  1940-41  total  were  destined  for  the  United  States.     Shipments  to  Japan 
are  believed  to  have  been  around  50,000  bales  compared  with  143,000  in 
1939-40.    Lack  of  European  markets  and  shipping  facilities  were  the  chief 
difficulties.    The. latter  factor  appears  to  have  been  partly  alleviated  since 
"the  Red  Sea  was  opened  to  American  ships.    Exports  from  British  East  Africa, 
mostly  American-type  cotton,  amounted  to  approximately  300,000  bales  in 
1940,  almost  entirely  to  British  India. 

The  Belgian  Congo  and  French  colonies  in  West  Africa  produced  nearly 
300,000  bales  of  cotton  in  1940-41,  most  of  which  was  exported  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  although  consumption  in  home  industries  is  considerable. 
Under  an  agreement  concluded  in  May  1941,  the  British  Government  insures 
the  sale  of  the  commercially  salable  cotton  crop  of  French  Equatorial 
Africa  up  to  92,250  bales  (1940-41  production  estimated  at  83,000  bales). 
The  agreement  is  retroactive  and  covers  the  year  ending  September  30,  1941. 

Argentine  exports  of  135,000  bales  in  1940-41  (11  months)  were 
almost  entirely  for  Spanish  Government  account  under  a  special  credit  ar- 
rangement concluded  in  February  1941 .    Stocks  are  low  and  the  1940-41 
crop,  harvested  from  February  to  May,  amounted  to  only  about  235,000  bales 
corn-pared  with  362,000  in  1939-40.     Since  domestic  mills  require  at  least 
175,000  bales  annually,  the  surplus  for  export  in  1941-42  probably  will 
not  exceed  75,000  bales. 

Peruvian  cotton  appears  to  have  replaced  Egyptian  to  a  large  extent 
in  Japanese  markets  during  1940-41.    About  197,000  bales  of  the  total 
exports  of  312,000  were  shipped  to  Japan,  compared  with  35,000  bales  in 
1939-40.    This  was  due  largely  to  lower  prices,  heavier  imports  of  Japanese 
goods  into  Peru,  and  the  shorter  shipping  route.    Peru's  exports  to  the 
United  Kingdom  dropped  from  185,000  bales  in  1939-40  to  32,000  in  1940-41. 
Exports  to  Colombia  and  Chile  amounted  to  17,000  and  15,000  bales  respec- 
tively.   Peru's  1940-41  crop  is  about  normal  at  383,000  bales,  and  exports 
during  the  current  season  will  depend  largely  on  the  ability  to  continue 
heavy  shipments  to  Japan.     Stocks  of  last  year's  cotton  were  virtually 
exhausted  in  April  1941. 

Cotton-mill  consumption  in  Mexico ,  consisting  almost  entirely  of 
domestic  cotton,  amounts  to  about  250,000  bales  annually  and  leaves  little 
surplus  for  export.    Production,  estimated  at  288,000  bales  in  1940-41,  is 
determined  to  a  large  extent  by  the  quantities  of  water  available  for  ir- 
rigation.    Incomplete  statistics  indicate  that  exports  in  1940-41  were 
about  equal  to  the  1939-40  total  of  26,000  bales. 
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COTTON:    Exports  from  leading  exporting  countries, 
1936-37  to  1940-41 


August- July 

•  United 
:  States 

j British 
India 

Egypt 

Brazil 

Peru 

Argen- 
tina 

Sudan 

S9 

lina 

.1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

i  1, 

000 

1,000 

1,000 

1, 000 

000 

1  bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

1936—37  .  

5,689 

3,  607 

1,825 

:  1, 

081 

■  350 

141 

254 

1937-38   

,  5,976 

1,721 

1,789 

:  l, 

147 

301 

.  49 

278 

409 

1938-39   

3S  512 

2,  635 

1,761 

i  l, 

609 

351 

116 

341 

273 

1939-40   

6,505 

2, 004 

1,  636 

981 

309 

121 

147 

18 

1940-41  

b/ 1, 141 

c/ 1,  670 

707 

l, 

346 

312 

d/  xo5 

d/236 

e/  57 

1939-40 

August   

227 

186 

106 

214 

34 

18 

15 

4 

September  „ . . 

692 

120 

122 

74 

44 

12 

21 

fl 

October   

934 

114 

193 

58 

37 

2 

2 

2 

November  .... 

610 

107 

184 

27 

29 

3 

4 

2 

December 

849 

176 

206 

44 

32 

7 

17 

2 

January   

1,086 

205 

168 

33 

36 

14 

5 

4 

February  .... 

788 

217 

132 

62 

20 

6 

;  7 

1 

March  

450 

226 

157 

19 

9 

7 

10 

2 

Apri 1  ....... 

363 

120 

132 

47 

:  16 

i  7 

:  29- 

1/ 

May  .  

224 

263 

175 

195 

15 

10 

14 

1 

June  

139 

164 

45 

99 

.18 

6 

11 

$ 

July  ........ 

Total  ..... 

143 

106 

,  16 

1.09 

19 

29 

12 

f 

6,505 

2.004 

1,636 

:  981 

309 

121 

147 

18 

1940—41 

August   

69 

174 

24 

110 

18 

8 

34 

1 

September  ... 

97 

89 

63 

67 

18 

12 

40 

1 

October   

207 

124 

45 

60 

22 

lJl 

7 

1 

November  «... 

153 

— 

75 

83 

28 

ti 

6 

1 

December  .... 

118 

54 

150 

8 

1 

2 

'"6 

January   

59 

58 

128 

34 

1 

19 

6 

February  .... 

72 

66 

85 

24 

0  ' 

45 

11 

March   

103 

24 

62 

33 

1 

2 

15 

April  ' 

77 

98 

146 

56 

23 

"  34  : 

11 

May  

77 

48 

188 

17 

42 

'  18'  ' 

.  4 

June  

gj  75 

48 

135 

11 

47 

'29'\ 

July  

d  34 

104 

132 

43 

Total   

b/ 1,141 

c/ 1,670 

707 

1, 

346 

312 

d/135  j 

1/  236  ■ 

e/  57 

Compiled  from  official  sources,     a/  Data  for  1939-40  and  1940-41  do  not 
include  exports  to  Japan  for  military  account,     b/  Includes  running  bales 
for  June  and  July,     c/  August  1  to  May  24;  incomplete  statistics  pub- 
lished in  the  June  14,  1941,  issue  of  Commerce  (British  India),     d/  August- 
June,    e/  August-May.    f/  Less  than  500  bales,    gj  Running  bales. 
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TOBACCO 

NEW  ZEALAND  TOBACCO  INDUSTRY  EXPANDS  .  .  . 

Estimates  of  the  New  Zealand  tobacco  production  in  1941  indicate 
a  record  harvest  of  3S1  million  pounds  from  a  planted  area  of  2,963  acres, 
according  to  information  received  in  the  Office  of  Foreign. Agricultural 
Relations.    This  crop,  more  than  double  that  which  might  "be' considered  a 
normal  production;  and  24  percent  above-  last  year1  s  crop,  exceeds  even  the 
plans  of  the  New  Zealand  Tobacco  Board  to  increase  production  by  10  per- 
cent a  year  until  import  requirements  are  eliminated.    A  favorable  grow- 
ing season  combined  with  an. increase  of  about  15  percent  in  the  planted 
area  is    said  to  be  responsible  for  the  large  crop.    Unfavorable  soil  and 
climatic  conditions,  which  heretofore  have  prevented  steady  expansion  in 
New  Zealand  tobacco  production,  have  contributed  indirectly  toward  the 
preservation  of  one  o4"  otir  email  markets.     The  effect  of  recent  legisla- 
tion toward  self- suff: . ciency  of  the  industry,  however,  is  problematic. 
At  present,  New  Zealai.d  affords  an  annual  outlet  for  about  3  or  4  million 
pounds  of  United  States  flue-cured  tobacco. 

The  principal  type  grown  is  flue-cured,  the  seeds"  of  which  were 
formerly  imported  -from  the  United  States,  but  as  the  United  States  no 
longer  permits  the  exportation  of  tobacco  seed  for  commercial"  purposes, 
the  New  Zealand  industry  is  now  dependent,  upon  seed  grown  in  Canada, 
Prices  of  the  1S41  flue-cured  ci*op  were  set  by  the  Price'  Tribunal  at 
Is.  10-1/ 2d.  (30.2  cents)  per  pound,  and  of  air- cured  at' Is'.  7- 1/ 2d.  (26.2 
cents)  per  pound.    Growers  have  been  assured  that  prices  for  next  year 
will  not  be  decreased. 


NEW  ZEALAND:    Area  and  production  of  tobacco,  1934-1941 


Year  of 
harvest 

Area 

Production 

Year  of 
harve  st 

Area • 1  \ "  Production 

,  r-r-H  :  2f  

Acres 
1,803 
1,358 
1,518 
2,132 

Founds 
1, 239,946 
1,106,429 
1,065,  693 
1,514, 124 

Acres    :      .  Pounds 
1,972   ;  .  1,  748,  300 
1,807  .  ■  1,4.02,617 
2,  586    ■    2,  500, 000 
2/963       3,100,  000 

1935   

1936   

1937   

1941  

Statistical  Report  on  the  Agricultural  and  Pastoral  Production  of  New 
Zealand. 


Tobacco  consumption  in  New  Zealand  has  been  increasing  pretty, 
steadily  for  several  years.     Total  leaf  consumption  is  estimated  at  about 
6.5  million  pounds  annually.    Per  capita  consumption,  according  to  a  trade 
estimate,  amounted  to  4.3  pounds  in  1940-41,  as  compared  with  4.2  pounds 
in  1939-40,  3.8  pounds  in  1938-39,  and  2.3  pounds  during  1937-38.  These 
rates  compare  with  about  6.6  pounds  consumed  in  the  United  States. 
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The  increase  in  Hew  Zealand's  constunption  is  attributed  principally 
to  war  suspense  and  to  the  use  of  tobacco  supplies'  by  the  troops.     It  is 
believed  that  the  Government  will  not  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  increas- 
ing consumption  unless  it  becomes  unavoidable.    Foreign  exchange  appears 
to  be  freely  granted  for  imports  of  leaf  tobacco  at  the  same  time  that 
domestic  production  is  being  stimulated.     Imports  from  the  United  States 
(principal  source  of  Ne\tf  Zealand's  supply)  have  risen  sharply  during  the 
past  2  years  in  response  to  the  fear  of  shipping  shortages  and  the  general 
uncertainties  of  war  developments. 

Three  large  firms  and  two  small  ones  are  now  manufacturing  tobacco 
in  New  Zealand,,    All  have  increased  their  facilities  and  the  number  of 
employees  is  estimated  at  1,200  compared  with  991  a  year  ago.  Factory 
output  consists  principally  of  cigarettes  and  pipe  tobacco  -  cigarettes 
40  percent  of  the  total,  pipe  tobacco  nearly  60  percent. 


MEXICAN  TOBACCO  CROP 
REDUCED  BY  OifE-FOURTH  .  .  . 

Tobacco  harvest  in  Mexico  is  now  completed,  according  to  information 
available  in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  and  latest  es- 
timates place  the  1941  crop  at  only  33.0  million  pounds,  a  reduction  of 
more  than  one-fourth  from  the  average  harvest  of  the  preceding  4  years 
(see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March. 24,  1941).     The  1940  crop,  now  re- 
ported at  5?„3  million  pounds,  was  an  all-time  high  and  marked  the  end  of 
a  series  of  large  crops  that  were  above  consumption  requirements.  Thus 
large  stocks  were  built  up  and  manufacturers  (who  finance  production) 
decided  to  make  a  sharp  cut  in  the  area  planted  for  the  1941  harvest. 

The  reduction  was  scheduled  to  be  applied  to  Tepic  tobacco  grown 
in  the  State  of  Uyarit.    Tepic  is  a  light  air-cured  Virginia-seed  type 
used  in  Mexico  for  blended  cigarettes,  which  have  become  popular  during 
past  years.    Plans  for  next  year,  however,  indicate  .an  increase  of  about 
20  percent  in  acreage  over  that  planted  for  the  1941  harvest. 

Mexican  tobacco  factories  consume  on  the  average  about  38.0  million 
pounds  of  leaf  tobacco,  practically  all  of  which  is  domestic.     Less  than 
one-half  of  one  percent  is  imported  leaf,  and  exports  of  leaf  are  equally 
unimportant.     It  was  expected  that  manufacturing  activity  would  pick  up 
during  the  first  quarter  of  1941,  but  manufacturers  indicate  that  the  an- 
ticipated increase  was  hardly  realized.    During  the  April-June  quarter  the 
rate  held  about  level  with  that  of  last  year.    The  outlook  for  the  second 
half  of  the  year  is  uncertain  but  preliminary  indications  for  the  whole 
year  point  to  a  manufactured  output  somewhat  greater  than  that  of  1940. 
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£-.11.1  -3L         -  I!  ^¥  f  A  B  L  3  S  , '  'AND    |  tJ  T  S ' 

ARGENTINE  FRUIT  EXPORTS  IN  1941 
EQUAL  PREVIOUS-' SEASON;    ■■■  '■'  'r;;o-" 

PEAR  EXPORTS  PSA  TIER:  ;.    -  '•■     :      '  '<  •  •      '  .  ... 

TO  UNITED  STATES   .   ...    '      •  '  ]  ' 

Exports  of  fresh  fruit-'- from  the  Argentine  during  the  1941  season, 
:  January  to  June,  were  about  the  same  volume  as  the  movement  in  the  pre- 
vious year  but  substantially  below  the  record  volume  exported  in  1939, 
the  last,  pre-war  year.    The.  1941  Argentine  fruit  ' crop's '-which  blossomed 
in  the  fall  of  1940  and  were  marketed  between  January  and  July,  compare 
with  the  crop  in  the  United  States  that  blossomed  and  was  harvested  in 
1940- and  was  marketed  in  the  period  July  to  June,  1940-41.'   Exports  of  . 
pears,  during,  the  1941  season  increased  slightly  above  the :  move  ".exit '  iij 
1940;  plums,  peaches,  and  melons  were  heavier,  while  the  ' v^lu^^.'-o'f  •' 
apples  and  grapes  was  reduced,     "rape  exports,  in  fact,  were- the  lowest 
in  recent  years.. 

ARGENTINA:     Exports  of  fresh  fruits,  calendar  years, 
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6-1941 

Fruit 

Unit 

1936 

1937 

1938  ■ 

1939 

1940 

1941  a/ 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

"hoi: -■  ■ 

rji  -,  -  •-,  _ 

Thou- 

sands 

sands 

sand  s 

sa-'ids 

S  ri.1l  .3 

sands 

Pears,  . 

Package 

520 

658 

923 

1  4]  7 

641 

658 

Grapes  ... ...  .  . . . 

do . 

974 

982 

939 

i  'o22 

683  " 

632 

Melons  .'.  ..... 

do . 

10 

14 

15 

7 

8 

18 

Apples       .  ...  . ., 

do. 

209 

282 

204 

593 

244 

1'98 

Plums  ......  ... 

do . 

18 

25 

28 

58 

23 

'  '  59- 

Peaches   

do . 

46 

53 

74 

91 

19 

53 

Pears   ....... . 

Bushel  b/ 

464 

572 

805 

. 1 , 245 

564 

576 

Grape  s   

Lu  g  c  / 

1,132 

984 

922 

1,009 

679 

'629 

Melons  ....... 

Crate^d/ 

8 

-     •  :10 

12 

5 

6 

14 

Apples   

2uf.'  ?i.  e/ 

;  2oi 

259 

138 

545 

224 

182 

Plums   

Crar.e  fj 

•  45 

47 

25 

52 

20 

53 

Peaches   

BusnsI  e/ 

\  80 

.  22 

32 

38 

8 

•  24 

Compiled  from  Eoletin  Informativo,  Argentine  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
a/  January  to  June,  which  includes  practically  the  entire  season's 
movement,     b/  50  pounds,     c/  20  pounds,    d/  44  pounds-,     e/  48  pounds, 
f/  22  pounds. 


Prepared  by  Samual  I.  Katz,  Assistant  Agricultural  Economist. 
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With  the  wartime  loss  of  the  European  markets,  the  United  States 
and  Brazil  have  "become  the  two  leading  foreign  outlets  for  Argentine 
fruit  exports.    In  1941  the  United.  States  was  the  leading  market  for 
pears,  grapes,  and  plums,  taking  49  percent,  71  percent,  and  53  percent, 
respectively,  of  the  total.    Grapes  and  plums  enter  the  United  States  at 
times  when  no  domestic  supplies  are  available.    The  United  States  plum 
season  is  usually  finished  by  September,  while  the  hulk  of  our  fresh 
grapes  are  marketed  by  December.    A  small  volume  of  late-keeping  varieties 
of  grapes,  such  as  Emperors,  is  available  during  December  and  January. 
Pear  imports  from  Argentina  arrive  at  a  time  when  fall  and  winter  pears, 
especially  Anjous  and  Winter  Uelis,  are  removed  from  storage  and  are  being 
marketed. 

Brazil  ranks  second  as  an  outlet  for  Argentine  fruit,  being  the 
leading  market  for  apples  and  melons,  and  slightly  behind  the  United  States 
as  a  market  for  pears,  plums,  and  grapes.    The  trade  in  fresh  fruits  be- 
tween Argentina  and  Brazil  consists  almost  entirely  of  an  exchange  in  com- 
plementary items.    Argentine  exports  are  chiefly  deciduous  fruits,  while 
Brazil  ships  various  tropical  and  subtropical  products,  such  as  oranges, 
bananas,  and  pineapples,  to  the  Argentine. 

ARGENTINA:    Exports  of  fresh  fruits  by  principal  countries, 


January  to  June  1941 


Country 

Pears 

Grapes 

Melons 

Apples 

Plums 

Bushels 

Lugs . 

Crates 

Bushels 

Crates 

United  States 

283,976 

445,114 

6,520 

92 

27,728 

Brazil   

282,015 

164,043 

6,904 

180,680 

24,330 

Canada   

8,455 

13,295 

400 

0 

207 

Paraguay  .... 

1,666 

6,102 

0 

1,121 

446 

Uruguay   

98 

0 

0 

230 

11 

Others   

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

576,210 

628,554 

13,824 

182,123 

52,722 

Compiled  from  Boletin  Informativo,  Argentine  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
Pears  are  converted  to  bushels  of  50  pounds,  grapes  to  lugs  of  20  pounds, 
melons  to  crates  of  44  pounds,  apples  to  bushels  of  48  pounds,  and  plums 
to  crates  of  22  pounds.    Argentine  fruit  is  exported  in  containers  of 
various  weights;    Pears  in  boxes  of  41-44  pounds  net;  grapes  in  lugs  of 
10,  18,  and  20  pounds  net;  melons  in  crates  of  44  and  26  pounds  net;  apples 
in  boxes  of  41-44  pounds  net;  and  plums  in  crates  of  22  to  44  pounds  net. 

Imports  of  Argentine  pears  into  the  United  States  for  the  current 
season  amounted  to  288,564  bushels  (of  50  pounds)  to  the  end  of  June,  or 
about  332,734  boxes.    This  represents  an  increase  of  around  21  percent 
above  the  import  volume  in  1940.    Early  in  the  season,  the  Argentine 
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G-overnment  announced  that  exports  of  pears  to  the  United  States  up  to 
April  1  would  be  limited  to  300,000  boxes  or  about  264,000  bushels,  and 
this  maximum  was' not  exceeded  by  Argentine  shippers.    In  fact,  the  re- 
ported exports  from  Argentine  ports  totaled  only  170,210  boxes  (150,000 
bushels)  up  to  April  1. 

UNITED  STATES:    Imports  of  fresh  pears  from  Argentina, 

 January-July.  1937-1941  


Month  :       1937       :      1938       'I     1939      :     1940       ?;  1941 


•  Bushels.  ■  Bushels  i  Bushels  j  Bushels  :  Bushels 

January  i  0  ■  0  ■  882  i             0.  -;  1,763 

February  17,966  |  10,667  ■  51,026  ;  .  76,410  \  23,337 

March  i  43,094  j  27,415  j  17,511:    ,82,247  •  .'113,488 

April  :  467  :  0  i  7,355  :"    14, 084 .  :  .  24,124 

May  i  273  j  0  j  6,191  :     25,758  j  53,300 

June  :  2,646  i  0  S  1,297.)     20,584  !  72,552 

July   '  0_J  0  ;  "      0  :     18.  719  j 

Total  j  64,446  :  38,082  .  j  84,364  j   237,902  ;  288,564 


Compiled  from  official  records,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
Converted  to  bushels  of  50  pounds. 

The  1941  Argentine  pear  crop  has  been  estimated  at  3,256,000 
bushels,  or  about  23  peicen^  above  that  of  the  previous  year.  The 
heavier  production  was  due  largely  to  the  increased  bearing  surface  of 
the  trees,  because  weather  conditions  during  the  blossoming  and  growing 
seasons  adversely  affected  the  crop.     The  crop  consisted  of 'about 
1,760,000  bushels  of  Williams   (3a?;.lstts)s  700,000  bushels  "of  winter 
varieties,  and  about  800 » 000  bushels  of  early  Tears,  or  pCars  consumed 
entirely  in  domestic  Argentine  markets.     The  restriction  on  exports, 
placed  by  the  Argentine  Gcv2'."rm?r.t.  was  designed  to  restrict  the  move- 
ment of  Williams  for  the.'- season,  for  the  shipping  of  that 'variety  is, 
for  practical  purpose^;,   completed  by  April  1,  while  late  winter  pears 
usually  do  not  nove  until  after  that  date.    The  1941  Argentine  crop  of 
late  varieties  was  relatively  short. 

According  to  statistics  of  the  New  York  auction  on  offerings  of 
Argentine  fruit,  Williams  accounted  for  46  percent  of  the  total,  fol- 
lowed by  Arenberg  with  20,  Anjou  with  12,  Winter  Nelis  with  8,  Winter  . 
Bartlett  with  5,  and  Packham  Triumph  with  4  percent.     These  varieties 
accounted  for  95  percent  of  total  offerings  with  the  16  minor  varieties 
providing  only  5  percent.     Offerings  at  the  New  York  auction  amounted 
to  299,778  boxes  or  about  90  percent  of  estimated  imports  into  the 
United  States. 
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ARGENTINE  PEARS:  Sales  at  New  York  auction, 
 by  varieties  and  grades,  1941 


All  grades  a/ 


Variety 


Williams   .  .  . 

Beurre  Gifford  .... 

Hardy   

An  j  ou  . . . ;  

Arenberg   

Alencon   

Winter  Bartlett  . . . 

Beurre  Diels   

Passe  Crassane  .... 
George  Washington  . 
President  Roosevelt 

De  Invierno   

Grand  Duchess   

Winter  Goles  

Patrick  Barry   

Bonnie  Louise  ..... 

Cornice   

Packham  Triumph  . . . 
Flemish  Beauty  .... 

Manzanito   

Winter  Nelis   

Bosc   


Total,  ail  varieties. 


Extra  Fancy 


Volume 


Boxes 

29,458 

1/ 
365 

13,852 

16,688 

1,313 

2,968 

*/ 

262 
b/ 
b/ 
b/ 

17 
b/ 
b/ 

y 

147 
3,192 
3,197 

y 

10,512 
1,308 


83,262 


Average 
price 


Dollars 


2.54 

if 
2.57 

3.44 

3.17 

2.19 

3.76 

y 

2.15 

y 

y 
b/ 

y 
y 
y 
y 

3.05 
3.75 

2.88 

y 

2.30 
3.59 


Fancy 


To  lume 


Boxes 
106,957 

y 

385 
21,759 
41,7.24 
2,151 
9,306 

y 

2,067 

y 

y 

y 

y 
b/ 

b"/ 

1/ 

676 
7,961 
,556 


4 


'11  ,987 
1,189 


2.90  -210,718 


Average 
price 


Dollar; 


2.74 

y 

2  AO 
3.21 
3.00 
2.06 
3.59 

y 

2.12 

y 
y 

y 

v 

1/ 

■y 

2.77 
3.56 
2.51 

y 

2.20 
3.27 


2.86 


Volume 


36 
58 
3 
13 


Boxes 

136,415 

405 
750 
(045 
,595 
,464 
,615 
57 
,329 
47 
50 
420 
278 
72 
50 
65 
823 
,  666 
,753 
,517 
,499 
,862 


11 
7 
1 

22 
2 


299.778 


Average 
price 


Dollars 

2.69 
2.37 
2.48 
3.30 
3.05 
2.11 
3.57 
2.30 
2.13 
1.88 
1.86 
2.26 
2.28 
2.35 
2.83 
2.07 
2.82 
3.61 
2.66 
2.31 
2.25 
3.39 


2.87 


Compiled  by  the  Surplus  Marketing 
Vegetables,  from  New  York  Daily  F 
a/  Includes  choice  grade,    b/  Not 


Administration,  Division  of  Fruits  and 
ruit  Auction  Catalogs..  . 

available  separately.'  « 


The  weighted  auction  price  on  Argentine  pears  at.  ITew  York  averaged 
$2.87  per  box  for  the  season,  compared  with  $2.24  for-  the  1940  season, 
and  $2.56  per  box  in  the  preceding  year.    Prices  for  both  domestic  and 
Argentine  pears  this  season  v/ere  generally  better  than  a  year  ago.  First 
arrivals  of  Argentine  pears  proved  disappointing,  largely  because  of  con- 
dition,',  the  fruit  having  been  harvested  somewhat  immature.    As  the  season 
progressed,  both  quality  and  condition  improved.    This  factor,  together 
with  the  fact  that  the  New  York  market  began  to  strengthen  around  the  mid- 
dle of  March,  resulted  in  an  airnreciable  rise  in  prices,  which  remained 
at  satsifactory  levels  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.    Top  prices  at  the 
New  York  auction  were  reached  when  502  boxes  of  Extra  Fancy  Winter  Bart- 
lett s  sold  at  $4.25  for  the  week  ended  May  10,  while  963  boxes  of  Extra 
Fancy  Anjous  returned  $4.23  per  box  in  the  same  week. 
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An  interesting  feature  of  the  season  was  the  fact  that  Fancy  Williams 
averaged  $2.74  per  "box  while  Extra  Fancies  averaged  only  $2.54.     This  is 
explained  "by  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the  Extra  Fancy  grade  was  offered 
during  February  and  early  March  while  prices  were  lower,  whereas  the  major 
proportion  of  the  Fancy  grade  was  sold  from  the  middle  of  March  to  the  end 
of  April  when  prices  were  substantially  higher. 


AEGEHTIKE  PEARS:    Weekly  average  auction  sales  at  Hew  York, 
"by  variety  and  grade,  1941 


Williams  i 

Anjou 

Arenherg 

Winter  Hells 

Week  ended 

Extra 
Fancy 

Fancy  , 

Extra 
Fancy 

Fancy  ' 

Extra  • 
Fancy  < 

Fancy  • 

Extra  •' 
Fancy 

Fancy 

Dol-  . 

Dol-  ' 

Dol- 

Dol- 

Dol- j 

Dol-  j 

Dol- 

Dol- 

lars 

lars 

lars 

lars 

lars  ! 

lars  • 

lars 

lars 

February 

8  ' 

1.81 

l.SS 

— 

—  < 

— 

—  1 

- 

- 

15  

—  : 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

on  ■ 
Cc  .... 

2.45 

2.25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

riarcn 

n  ! 

-L    .  •  .  . 

2.35 

2.24 

_ 

_ 

— 

—  . 

— 

ft  ' 
O  .... 

2.45 

2.33 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  .... 

2.27 

2.2? 

3.30 

3.02 

- 

- 

- 

22  .... 

2.59 

2.59 

5.35 

3.12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

29  .... 

2.80 

2.68 

3.16 

2.95 

April 

5  

3.09 

2.92 

3.17 

- 

- 

12  

3.40 

3.23 

3.46 

,  3.30 

2.90 

2.90 

19  .... 

3.46 

3.19 

3.78 

3.46 

26  .... 

3.40 

3.38 

3.58 

3.36 

3.01 

2.98 

2.66 

2.52 

May 

3  .... 

3.66 

3.50 

10  .... 

1.76 

4.23 

4.C6 

3.37 

3.33 

3.01 

3.00 

17  .... 

4.01 

4.C3 

3.58 

3.44 

2.71 

24  .... 

3.80 

3.  62 

3.24 

5.09 

2.37 

2.33 

31  

3.46 

3.30 

3.11 

,  2.21 

2.18  • 

June 

7  

3.02 

1  2,92 

2.97 

2.75 

\  2.13 

;  1.98 

14  .... 

3.54 

■  3,04 

3.04 

2.86 

j  2.22 

2.25 

21  

3.27 

■  3.32 

3.17 

3.03 

j  2.54 

2.44 

28  

'  2.50 

2.28 

Season 

average 

2.54 

•  2.74 

3.44 

:  3.21 

3.17 

3.00 

;  2.30 

2.20 

Compiled  "by  the  Surplus  Marketing  Administration,  Division  of  Fruits  and 
Vegetables,  from  Hew  York  Daily  Fruit  Auction  catalogs. 
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LIVESTOCK    AND    ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

UNITED  STATES  BEEF  IMPORTS 
AH)  PRODUCT  I  Oil  LARGER  .   .  . 

The  relationship  between  beef  imports  into  the  United  States  and 
federally  inspected  production  of  beef  and  veal  in  the  first  6  months  of  1941 
was  approximately  the  same  as  in  the  same  period  of  1940.     Imports  of  cattle 
and  beef,  on  a  dressed-weight  basis,  represented  7.5  percent  of  the  domestic 
production  compared  with  7.2  percent  a  year  earlier.    At  the  same  time,  the 
farm  price  of  beef  cattle  for  the  first  6  months  of  the  year  1941  averaged 
$8.47  per  100  pounds  compared  with  $7.25  in  the  first  6  months  of  1940,  an 
increase  of  17  percent.    Exports  of  beef  and  veal  wore  small  compared  with 
imports  and  amounted  to  7  million  pounds  in  the  first  6  months  of  this  year, 
a  decrease  of  15  percent  below  a  year  earlier.    Shipments  go  chiefly  to  United 
States  possessions,  Panama,  and  the  Philippines,  and  to  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador. 


UNITED  STATES:     Imports  of  cattle  and  beef,  domestic  slaughter, 
and  farm  price,  1930-1940,  January-June  1940  and  1941  


,  ,  _  - 

Imports  a/ 

: Federally 

Average 

Dressed-weight  basis 

; inspected 

;  Percent- 

farm 

■  slaughter 

age 

price 

•  Cattle 

j  Cattle 

•  Total 

: of  cattle 

imports 

per  100 

Year 

1  (duti- 

j (duti- 

Canned 

i  Other 

■  cattle 

:  &  calves 

I  are  of 

pounds 

able) 

:  able) 

beef 

;  beef 

■  and 

\  dressed 

.inspected 

of  beef 

y 

j  beef 

'wt.  basis 

'slaughter 

cattle 

c/ 

i/ 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  i,ooo 

1,0^0 

Per- 

Number 

pound  s 

pounds 

pounds 

j  pounds 

pounds 

cent 

Dollars 

1930   

226,273 

49,697 

140,263 

19,459 

'209,419 

4,704,316 

4.5 

7.71 

1931   

85,570 

17,797 

.  48,494 

3,494 

70 , 256 

4,751,470 

1.5 

5.53 

1932  .... 

95,407 

19,200 

61,598 

1,697 

82,495 

4,394,048 

1.9 

4.25 

1933   

63,329 

9,829 

103,360 

•  970 

114,159 

5,045,914 

2.3 

3.75 

1934  .... 

57,679 

11,091 

116,685 

1,149 

128,925 

5,602,186 

2.3 

4.13 

1935   

364,623. 

105,009 

190,658 

10,248 

305,915 

5,167,023 

5.9 

6.06 

1936    : 

399,113 | 

127,075 

219,509 

6,200 

352,784 

5,969,908 

5.9 

5.82 

1937    ■ 

494,946: 

153,600 

200,243 

6,592 

380,435 

5,374,285 

7.1 

7.01 

1938    \ 

424,300: 

124,332 

196,493- 

3,239 

330,064 

5,379,425 

6.1 

6.56 

1939  ....  ; 

753,470: 

220,818: 

214,657: 

4,617 

440, 092 i 

5,362,515 

8.2 

7,13 

1940  e/  .  ■ 

630,211; 

182,761 j 

153,363: 

14,166; 

350, 290 i 

5,539,115 

6.3 

7.52 

Jan. -June  j 

1940  e/  : 

366,784: 

94,577: 

95,189: 

2,424= 

192,190: 

2,660,821 

7.2 

7.10 

1941  e/  : 

420,898: 

101,732; 

97,992: 

16,596: 

216,320: 

2,880,786 

7.5 

8.63 

Compiled  from  official  sources.  " 
a/  Imports  for  consumption,    b/  Includes  a  few  dairy  cattle  from  Canada, 
c/  Averaged  68  percent  of  estimated  total  slaughter  (dressed  weight)  in  1940. 
d/  Revised,     e/  Preliminary.  _ 
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The  chief  changes-  in  the  import  situation,  as  compared,  with  a  year 
earlier  were  a  decrease  in  heavy-cattle  imports,  an  increase  in  feeder- 
cattle  imports  (all  of  the  increase  from  Mexico)  4  'and  a  material  increase 
in  imports  of  fror*:i  "beef,  chiefly  from  Cuba,  although  total  imports  of 
this  kind  were  relatively  snail  as  compared  with  canned-beef  imports. 
This  movement,  :  he  :iW6«^  fci  e£r3^  Jfe%uafc,  %3$"  affected  by  an  embargo  on 
exports  of  beef  from  Cuba,  which         its  tm  1mjag0fr*&t98%t**+ 

United  States  imports  of  cattle  and  calves  in  the  first  6  months 
of  1941  totaled  4?1,000  Lead,  an  increase  of  15  percent  above  the  same 
period  of  1240,  but  an  increase  of  only  8  percent  on  a  dressed- weight 
basis,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the  entries  were  in  the  lower- 
weight  classes.    Imports  of  dutiable  live  cattle,  other  than  dairy  cattle, 
of  700  pounds  and  over,  totaled  75,000  head,  a  decrease  of  9  percent 
compared  with  the  same  period  of  1940.    Entries  from  Canada,  which  form 
the  bulk  of  these  imports,  came  in  at  the  lowered  duty,  as  the  quar- 
terly quota  of  51,720  head  was  not  exceeded.    Latest  information  indicates 
that  imports  for  the  year  Iron  Canada  will  be  about  100,000  head  under 
the  annual  quota  of  193, £50  allotted  that  country  at  the  reduced  duty  rate 
of  1.5  cents  per  pound.    Increased  Canadian  dcmar.d,  combined  with  the 
building  up  of  herds,  has  resulted  in  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  slaugh- 
ter cattle,  for  export.    1/    Mexican  entries  of  heavy  cattle  exceeded  the 
quarterly  quota  of  8,280  head  allotted  to  countries  other  than  Canada  in 
the  first  few/days  of  the  first  and  second  quarters,  and  the  quota  for 
the  third  quarter  was  exceeded  by  July  5.    The  full  duty  of  3  cents  per 
pound,  therefore,  was  paid  on  8,943  heavy  cattle  from  Mexico  in  the  first 
6  months  of  1941. 

'The  bulk  of  the  total  cattle  entries  fell  within  the  weight  class 
•  f  200  to  699  pounds,  which  pays  the  full  duty  of  2.5  cents  per  pound. 
Entries  in  this  class  amounted  to  269,000  head  and  were  28  percent  above 
a  year  earlier.    Practically  all  were  from  Mexico.    Highprices  for  feeder, 
cattle  in  the  United  States  and  the  favorable  exchange  rate  is  attract- 
ing larger  numbers  this  year  than  last,  xtfhen  entries  were  materially 
smaller  than  in  1939.    Imports  of  calves  under  200  pounds  amounted  to 
^vQQ0  head,  aboti* - erealy  di»Uribute&  oetiaeen  Cs&atda  and  Mexico.  The 
annual  quota  at  the  lower  duty  of  1.5  cents  per  pound  from  all  countries 
is  100,000. 

Beef  and  veal  imports  in  the  first  6  months  of  1941  amounted  to 
115  million  pounds  on  a  dressed- weight  basis,,,  an  increase  of  17  percent 
above  a  year  earlier.    Imports  in  the  year  1940,  however,  were  almost  2§ 
percent  below  1939.     Canned-beef  imports  from  South  America  in  the  first  6 
months  of  the  year  amounted  to  98  million  pounds  (dressed- weight  basis), 
an  increase  of  3  percent  above  1940,  whereas  imports  of  frozen  beef,  main- 
ly from  Cuba,  amounted  to  10  million  pounds  up  to  June  30,  1941,  compared 
with  only  2  million  a-  year  earlier.     Cuba  has  around  5  million  cattle, 


l/  See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  14,  1941. 
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about  10  percent  of  which  are  slaughtered  commercially  for  domestic  use.  A 
dispute  between  the  Cuban  authorities,  who  are  trying  to  prevent  a  further 
rise  in  retail  beef  prices,  and  cattlemen  and  packers,  who  are  trying  to 
obtain  higher  prices,  resulted  in  an  official  embargo  on  exports  of  beef 
earlier  in  August ?  which  proved,  however,  to  be  only  a  temporary  ex- 
pedient.   Cuban  beef  pays  a  duty  in  the  United  States  20  percent  lower  than 
the  regular  duty  of  6  cents  per  pound.    Fresh-  and  frozen-beef  imports  repre- 
sented  only  a  small  percentage  of  federally  inspected  beef  and  veal  produc- 
tion, or  0.6  of  1  percent  in  the  first  6  months  of  1941.  • 


UNITED  STATES: 


Dutiable-cattle  imports  by  weight  classes, 
1936-1940,  January-June  1940,  1941  


700  pounds  and 
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Under  700  pounds 

Country 

Under 

200  to 
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Dairy  1 

Others 

Total 

200 

699 

Total 

dut  i  abl e 
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a/ 
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»/ 
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CANADA  ; 

1936   j 

6, 686 

■136, 533 

143,219 

;  55,695 

35,149 . 

90,844 

1937   ' 

l  cr>   a  co 
XO  f  }  4bo 

164,1911  80,792 

!  50. 355 1131. 147 

1938   

T>    AA  r> 
f  ,44,d 

82,971 

'  45,645 

!  9,147 

54,802 

137,773 

1939   : 

1  1  c} ro6 

181,323 

81,832 

11 , 229 

93,061 

274  356 

1940   : 

o    an  c  1 

y  ,oyoi 

ldo,  004; 

134,599 

74,681 

10,076 

84,757 

219  356 

V  CLJ-i  •             Ui.lv  1 

1940  c/   ■ 

3,251' 
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'   60, 444^ 

*  44,378^ 

2,641 ' 

47,019 

107,463 
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36,126 

2,692 
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93,397 

'  MEXI 00  '< 

1936   .  .  ; 
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0 
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o 
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Compiled  from  official  records,  Bureau  of  Foreig: 
a/  Under  175  pounds  prior  to  January  1,  1939,  in 
Canada,  b/  175  to  699  pounds  prior  to  January  1 
d/  Includes  a  few  head  from  countries  other  than 


a  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

second  agreement  with 
,  1939.     cj  Preliminary. 

Canada  and  Mexico. 
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CANNED  BEEF:     Imports  into  the  United  States, 
January-June, 1940  and  1941.  . 
 (Actaal-  weight )   ." ... 


Year  and  month         -Argentina  ;  Uruguay    ;    Brazil    ■  Paraguay-  Total  a/ 


:  i,ooc  :  i,oco  ■  1,000  :  1,000-  :  1,000 

:  pound  s  ;  "pound  s  '  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds 

1940  •  J  ;  ■  ■ 

January                           \  3,748  j  1,484  ;  2,787  j  387  j  8,407 

February                        \  3,412  \  562  \  2,042  \  425  \  6,445 

March  ,                    j  3,150  i  638  ;  195  j  773  \  4,757 

April                               :  1,994  \  ,721  \  1,483  i  336  j  4,536 

May                                  :  5,334  ;  549  j  2,922  :  274  I  9,080 

June                                 ■  2,472  j  578  I  1,699  ;  301  j  4,851 


January-June    •     20,110    \     4,333    ;   11,129    \     2,497    ■  38,075 


1941  :  \  :    ■    ;-— -.  : 

January   :  3,329  ;  418  j  1,258  :  332  j  5,363 

February   ;•'  3,367  j  262  I  2,138  :  298  :  6,242 

March   •  3,624  ;  270  :  1,233  ■  738  ':  '5,925 

April    ■  5,390  j  137  ;  696  \  725  :  '6,998 

May    :  6,781  [  775  :  1,176  ■  592  ;  '  9,343 

June    j  2,7C4  j    .      506  :  2,042  j  236  j  5,326 


January-June    :     25,195   :    .  2,163    •      6,291    :      2,921    j  39,197 


Coin-piled  from  official  records,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
a/  Includes  imports  from  other  countries. 


DOMESTIC  ANIMAL  FATS  TO  REPLACE 
VEGETABLE  OILS  IN  CANADA  .   .  . 

It  has  recently  "been  announced  that  the  Canadian  Wartime  Prices 
and  Trade  Board  has  made  arrangements  vrith  processors  of  shortening  for 
a  percentage  of  imported  vegetable  oils  to  "be  replaced  "by  domestic  animal 
fats.    Prior  to  the  war,  75  percent  of  Canada's  imports  of  vegetable  oils 
were  from  Empire  countries.    At  present  most  of  the  sunply  comes  from 
non-British  countries  as  far  distant  as  the  lletherlands  Indies,  Brazil, 
and  China. 

The  substitution  of  animal  fats  for  vegetable  oil  is  expected  to 
improve  the  foreign-exchange  situation  and  conserve  shipping  space  on 
ocean  vessels. 
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ITALY  ORDERS  BLOCKING 
OF  EGG  STOCKS  .  .  . 

All  Italian  stocks  of  eggs  in  cold  storage,  warehouses,  and 
preservation  plants  were  ordered  "blocked  and  held  at  the  disposition  of 
the  food  control  authorities,  according  to  a  report  received  in  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    This  order  was  "by  decree  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  on  June  28,  1941,  and  became  effective  July  3,  1941,  the  date 
of  its  publication  in  the  Official  Gazette.    The  order  applies  to  imported 
and  done s tic  eggs,  and  all  firms  holding  5,000  eggs  or  no re  were  required 
to  make  a  report  of  their  holdings  as  of  July  1  and  to  report  every  6  months 
thereafter.    Sales  or  withdrawals  of  "blocked  eggs  may  "be  made  only  with  the 
approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  a  complete  record  of  sales  and 
receipts  must  "be  maintained  "by  each  firm. 

Although  no  definite  figures  are  available  for  1940,  the  official 
comment  on  the  decree  explained  that  imports  have  "been  greatly  reduced  due 
to  the  war,  and  domestic  egg  production  has  "been  substantially  lowered 
because  of  heavy  losses  caused  "by  the  disease  pharyngeal  tracheitis. 
Italy's  major  sources  of  egg  imports  in  1938  were  Poland-Danzig,  Yugoslavia, 
Turkey,  Albania,  Bulgaria,  and  Hungary  in  the  order  listed.    The  present  war 
has  caused  a  groat  reduction  in  egg  exports  fron  nost  of  these  countries. 
In  1938  the  supply  of  eggs  available  for  consumption  amounted  to  681  million 
pounds,  which  gave  a  per  capita  consumption  of  15.9  pounds.    In  1939  this 
per  capita  figure  was  lowered  to  13.9  tjounds,  and,  while  no  figures  are 
available,  it  is  expected  that  the  1940  and  1941  figures  will  be  even  lower. 


ITALY:    Egg  production  and  consumption,  1930-1939 


Year 

Production 

Consumption 
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1932   
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1934   

741.1 
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1935   

578.1 
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1936   
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5.5 
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16.5 
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19.3 

812.3 

18.7 

1938   

681.1 

14.0 

695.1 

15.9 

a/ 

a/ 

a/ 

13.9 

1930-1937  figures  compiled  from  Annali  Di  Statistica  1939;  1938  figures 
from  Gazzetta  Ufficiale  -  April  1940. 
a/  Hot  available. 
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